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This document contains information referring to Projects: 
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Improved THORS) - 18 AF and ose NASA. Of this number, previous *. 
mission failures due to THOR were two in February 1960 and one ia Sat 
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STATUS OF SATELLITE RECCAQLAMBANCE PROGRAMS 
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‘The CORONA Program st present hes two payloed configura 
tions--the basic single-recevery Maral configuration flown in 1062, . 
spring snd summer of 1988, and presently availsble ssbeckp, end 
the dual recovery Jeonfiguration, 8 oe ie 
9 November 1963 but failed to orbit when an in-flight malfunction in = .5 
the THOR control aystem ceused the vehiole to become unstable and. & 
to destroy iteelf, The malfunction hes been isolated to the “engine =“ 
foliow-wy" circuit but the specific cause of failare has not yet been | 
dotermined. | 

This was the 10th THOR-AGEMA launching (Inclades 100 © +. 474) 
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July 1961. None of these failures was similar to the 9 November | 
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the first, on inverter failure peented main camara cperation after = “3 
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Total THORs lawched to dete (font sod satelliten)--220, 
On Sour THORs there were probleme which assy be related to the one 
experienced on 0 Movember (although none of these was THOR/AGIMAa}. 
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The next launch, scheduled for 27 November, will be Mural 35 -_ 

ae 

on a basic THOR-AGEMA. Mural 26 on a TAT AGENA . 
ts available for lannch on 4 December Mf requbed. Maral 27 as 2 a ae 
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sncther reserve, in February. : “Gee “a 


CORONA 3's will be utilised to provide future reserve as _ i 
secessary afer the Mursl sissies evallshie bn Zeanary and February - a 


are actually launched, | fd “ae 

Two CORONA J missions have been launched, On each of i 
these, the first half mission snd recovery (equivalent to s full Maral , 
mission) was successful, while tle second half was meuccensful, eee | 












resctivation onda blteryfuilareprevested recovery eae deployment, 
tion of the satellite after its deacivated period, te a ich 
Ae edteoyent 3 paylndaarperianed tnties i the ground’ pa 
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time period while completing theR&D on the J ounfigeration, Te: yi 3. 


primary J payload problem is on of for tension in the: 7!" 
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filza transport system. | Teste now siderway st ayvale are pronting = 
data on these adjustments. These tests are scheduled for completion fate 
an 6 November. AGer these tents axe completed, 0 J payload will be : 
prepared for flight end, if it successfully posses ground tests, will | 4 
be svatleble for launch shout 30 December, tn the meantime, ther | 
known problems in the J aystem (uverter ond command system) heve 
been fixed by providing redundant eqsigemest. 
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